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attention has been directed to this question because of the dangerous models
in Germany and Italy. But experience is showing once again that the Board
is best advised to give general guidance on principles and make practical sug-
gestions on detail. This method has secured a rich field of experiments
within eighteen months and, more important, it has evoked a new responsibility
for youth among authorities, voluntary bodies and churches.

Freedom and experiment are the life and breath of education from the
nursery school to the university.

A LOCAL AUTHORITY AT WORK

T7NOUGH has been said to show that freedom is the key to an under*
JLj standing of English education and though less worthy motives/ such as
class prejudice and false economy have obviously played their party there is a
deep-rooted resistance to any form of regimentation or central control.

Schools are actually administered by some three hundred and twenty
Local Education Authorities, Counties and Boroughs of all sizes and shapes,
as large in population as London with half a million children and as small as
Rutland or Bexhill with only a few thousand. It is possible to recognise
common features, but easier to describe the differences. Each Authority has
to face a different problem, according to the number of Church schools existing
within its boundaries, local foundations and customs, the nature of locd com*
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